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Abstract

Artisanal mining is an important mode of gold production in
the Democratic Republic of the Congo. The current study sought
to achieve several objectives, including identifying the
relationship between artisanal gold mining and armed conflicts in
the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo, analyzing the
factors affecting artisanal gold mining, determining the size of its
production and exports, extrapolating the problems of artisanal
gold mining, and putting forward proposals to solve them.

To reach its objectives, the study used the Regional, and
Activity approach, and the Historical and Behavioral entrance.
And it ended with the emergence of artisanal gold mining activity
in the Democratic Republic of the Congo since the fifties of the
last century, and the presence of the gold-rich geological
formations of Kibarien and Kibalien in the eastern provinces, and
the concentration of more than half of the artisanal gold
production (56.4%) in 2021, in the provinces: Maniema, South
Kivu, Tanganyika, The continuous fluctuation in the volume of
artisanal gold exports, the multiplicity of artisanal gold mining
problems such as the proliferation of armed groups in mining
areas, the smuggling of a large part of the production through
illegal means, the weak institutional capacity of mining
cooperatives, child labor, deforestation, and the negative effects of
the use of mercury and cyanide in extracting gold.

The study suggested the use of advanced tracking systems
using remote sensing (RS) techniques and the Global Positioning
System (GPS). To monitor the flow of artisanal gold from mines
to points of sale, focus on depriving armed groups of their main
source of income, which is gold, set minimum age restrictions and
standards for child labor in mines, provide adequate funding and
administrative support for cooperatives, and replace mercury and
cyanide with safer methods such as gravity separation.

Key words:
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Gold, Artisanal Mining,
Conflict Minerals, Alluvial Gold Deposits.
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