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Abstract
The late period (664-332 BC) has witnessed various political, social,
economic and judicial changes and advancements; this is due to the
settlement of many people in Egypt, resulting in many transactions between
those people and the Egyptians or among those people themselves. These
transactions required legal documentation to guarantee the rights of the
contracting parties. Accordingly, many documents were found on various
topics dating back to the Late Period. In this paper , I will shed light on
selling of one's self and his sons in the light of voluntary slavery; the
phenomenon which has a strong reaction in Egypt during the twenty-sixth
dynasty as a result of some political and economic reasons. Moreover, it was
known that the source of obtaining slaves and servants was the prisoners of
war, who became in this social position without their will, but the matter
developed for the person to put himself in that social position, which is not
common in Egypt, despite the spread of this phenomenon in some regions of
.the ancient Near East in the previous times of the Late Period in Egypt
Therefore, the study will deal with this phenomenon through special
documents of a farmer called "pAjf-tAw-a.wj-xnsw", supporting the study
with some excerpts from other documents to clarify that this phenomenon
was not limited to an individual case only in society, but some other
documents were found for people who put themselves in the same social
status. The documents of pAjf-tAw-a.wj-xnsw covered the largest part of
the study because they were documented in five documents belonging to him;
while the other three documents belong to different people, and the items of
their documents are similar, with a slight difference, to the Peftaukhons'
documents. Consequently, these documents will be analyzed to find out the
main reasons that prompted those people to put themselves in this situation
and take their children with them, and to know their social and economic
conditions before the sale and how to deal with them. Can they, after selling
themselves through slavery, be freed, or will they remain in that situation
forever
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Mendelsohn, 1., Slavery in the Ancient Near East, Oxford,1949, pp. 14-19.

2-Mendelsohn, 1., Slavery, p. 14.

%.Garcia, J. C., "The ‘Other’ Administration: Patronage, Factions, and
Informal Networks of Power in Ancient Egypt”, In: Ancient Egyptian
Administration, edited by Garcia, J, C., Hdo, Vol. 104, Leiden-Boston,
2013, PP. 1051-1052.

*_Westbrook, R., Slave and master in Ancient Near Eastern law, Chicago-
Kent Law Review, vol. 70, 1995, p. 1635.

> Launderville, D., Celibacy in the Ancient World. Its Ideal and Practice in

Pre-Hellenistic Israel, Mesopotamia, and Greece, USA, 2010, p. 102,
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L_Westbrook, R., Slave and master in ancient near eastern law, p. 1635.
2.Cruz-Uribe, E., "Slavery in Egypt during the Saite and Persian period,
RIDA, Vol. 29, 1982, p. 65.

-Muhs, B., The ancient Egyptian economy 3000-30 BCE, Cambridge, 2016,
p. 204.

*_Hayes, W, C., A Papyrus of the late middle kingdom, In the Brooklyn
museum [Papyrus Brooklyn 35.1446], the Brooklyn museu, 1955, p. 133;
Seidl, E., Agyptische Rechtsgeschichte der Saiten- und Persezeit,
Glickstadt, 1956, p.45; Westbrook, R., "Slave and master in ancient near
eastern law", p. 1674.

>-Garcia, J. C., "The ‘Other’ Administration: Patronage", pp. 1051-1052.
®.Jasnow, R., "Third Intermediate Period", In: A history of Ancient Near
Eastern law, edited by Westbrook, R., Hdo, I, Leiden-Boston, 2003, p. 798.
’-Manning, J., "Demotic Law", In: A history of Ancient Near Eastern law,
edited by Westbrook, R., Hdo, 1, Leiden-Boston, 2003, p. 834.

8_Jasnow, R., "Third Intermediate Period", p. 798.
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série, AHDO, Vol. V, 1950, p. 82.

3_Pirenne, J., "Les contrats de vente de soi-meme en Egypte a I'epoque saite",
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34, 1948, pp. 581&593; Pirenne, J.&Malinine, M., Documents juridiques
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Kouchites et Saites”, p. 86; Menu, B., "Les rapports de dépendance en
Egypte a la Basse Epoque”, p.189.
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and Persian demotic cattle documents, A study in legal forms and
principles in Ancient Egypt, California, 1985, p. 85; Hughes, G, R., Saite
demotic land leases, pp. 20-21, Doc. I, [6].
>-Menu, B., "Les rapports de dépendance en Egypte & I'époque saite", p. 396;

Menu, B., "Cessions de services et engagements pour dette sous les rois
Kouchites et Saites"”, p.86.
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SASAE 18, Cairo, 1952, p. 59; pl. XVII, pl. XVIII; Griffith, M.,
Catalogue of the Demotic, pp. 19&56, No. 15; Menu, B., "Cessions de
services et engagements pour dette sous les rois Kouchites et Saites”, pp.
81-82, No. 7; Pirenne, J. & Malinine, M., Documents juridiques
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Pestman, P.W,& Vleeming, S, P., Les papyrus Démotiques de Tsenhor (P.

Tsenhor), Les archives privées d'une Femme Egyptienne du temps de

Darius 1*, Textes I, Leuven, 1994, pp. 60-66., Texts.7-8; Muhs, B., The

ancient Egyptian economy 3000-30 BCE, pp. 205; Bakir, A, E., Slavery

in Pharaonic Egypt, p. 93, pl. XX.; Pirenne, J. & Malinine, M., Documents

juridiques Egyptiens, pp.68-69, No. 38; Griffith, M., Catalogue of the

Demotic, pp. 58-59, No. 46.)

L. Seidl, E., Agyptische Rechtsgeschichte der Saiten- und Persezeit, p.46.

2-Malinine, M., Choix de textes juridiques en hiératique «anormal» et en
démotique (XXV°®- XXVII°® dynasties), I, Paris, 1953, p.53, No.VIII, [4-5];
Pestman, P.W,& Vleeming, S, P., Les papyrus Démotiques de Tsenhor, p.
64, Text.8, [4-5]; Pirenne, J. & Malinine, M., Documents juridiques
Egyptiens, pp. 68-69, No. 38, [4-5].

S.Wh, I, 429; Lesko, L. H., A dictionary of late Egyptian, Vol. I, p. 148;

Faulkner, R.O., A concise dictionary of middle Egyptian, p. 79.
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Lwh, 11, 268, 4-6; Gardiner, A., Egyptian grammar, p. 574; Lesko, L. H., A
dictionary of late Egyptian, Vol. Il, California, 1984, p.20; Faulkner, R.O.,
A concise dictionary of middle Egyptian, p. 133.
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*.Gardiner, A., Egyptian grammar, p. 547; Faulkner, R.O., A concise
dictionary of middle Egyptian, p. 133; Wb, 1, 268, d.14-15.

>-Sethe, K., Die Altagyptischen Pyramidentexte nach den Papierabdriicken
und Photographien des Berliner Museums, Il, Leipzig, 1910, p. 221, 1285b.

®-Allen, J, P.,The Ancient Egyptian Pyramid Texts (WAW 23), Atlanta,
2005, p. 102; David, A., "The NmH and the paradox of the voiceless in the

eloguent peasant”, JEA, Vol. 97, 2011, p. 83.
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L_Hayes. W. C., "A Much-Copied Letter of the Early Middle Kingdom",
JNES, Vol. 7, No.1, 1948, p. 5, pl. 11, [13-14].

2-Hayes. W. C., "A Much-Copied Letter", p. 9; David, A., "The NmH and the
paradox ", p. 83.

®_Théodorides, A., "La Papyrus des adoptions”, RIDA, Tome.XI1/3, 1965, p.
115; Wh, II, 268, a.11.

*.Menu, B., "Le régime juridique des terres en Egypte pharaonique: Moyen
empire et Nouvel empre”, RHDFE (1922), Vol. 49, No. 4, 1971, p. 583;
Menu, B., "Cessions de services et engagements pour dette sous les rois
Kouchites et Saites"”, pp. 82-83.

>-Harari, I.,"Nature de la stéle de donation de fonction du roi Ahmésis A la
reine Ahmes-Nefertari”, ASAE, Vol. 56, 1959, pl.1I, [20]; Gitton, M., "La
résiliation d’une fonction religieuse: Nouvelle interprétation de la stele de
donation d’Ahmes Néfertary", BIFAO, Vol. 76, 1976, Pl. X1V, [20].
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L_Harari, 1.,"Nature de la stéle de donation de fonction du roi Ahmésis *, p.
143; Gitton, M., "La résiliation d’une fonction religieuse", p. 72; Menu,
B., "La « stéle » d’Ahmeés Néfertary dans son contexte historique et
juridique. [A propos de I’article de M. Gitton, BIFAO 76, 1976, p. 65-
89]", BIFAO, Vol.77, 1977, p. 96.

-Menu B., "Le régime juridique des terres en Egypte pharaonlque" p. 583.

®_Harari, I. "Nature de la stele de donation de fonction du roi Ahmésis", pl.II,
[17]; G1tt0n M., "La résiliation d’une fonction religieuse: Nouvelle
interprétation", PI. X1V, [17].

*_Harari, 1.,"Nature de la stéle de donation de fonction du roi Ahmésis "
p.143; Gitton, M., "La résiliation d’une fonction religieuse", p. 72; Menu,
B.," La « stele » d’Ahmes Néfertary dans son contexte historique et
Jurldlque" p.96; David, A., "The Nmh and the paradox ", p. 83.

-Cerny, J., "The will of Naunakhte and the related documents JEA, Vol. 31,

1945, p. 42.
—Cerny, J., "The will of Naunakhte ", p. 44.

-Cerny, J., "The will of Naunakhte ", pl.VIIla, Col.2, [1].
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2.Thompson, H., "Two Demotic self-Dedications”, JEA, Vol. 26, No. 1,
1941, p. 75.

® _Gardiner, A, H., " The Dakhleh stela", JEA, Vol.19, 1933, p. 21.

* _Gardiner, A, H., " The Dakhleh stela", p. 22, PI. VI, [12-13].

>-Gardiner, A, H., " The Dakhleh stela", p. 20.
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L. Blackman, A, M.,"The Stela of Shoshenk, Great Chief of the Meshwesh",
JEA, Vol. 27,1941, p. 83.
2-Blackman, A, M., The Stela of Shoshenk, Great Chief of the Meshwesh,
p.85, PL.XI, [12]; Gardiner, A, H., " The Dakhleh stela", p. 21.
A o Al a4 al) sbaadl HLY LolaBV) 4l cdaaa jele anl sl a3l
AL s
- Thompson, H., “Two Demotic self-Dedications”, p. 75.
>-Menu, B., "La stéle dite de I'Apanage”, In: Mélanges Pierre Lévéque,
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®-Menu, B., "La stéle dite de I'Apanage”, p. 341, [3-4].
"-Menu, B., "La stéle dite de I'Apanage”, p. 343.
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L_Théodorides, A., "La Papyrus des adoptions”, p. 123; Menu, B., "Le régime
juridique des terres en Egypte pharaonique ", p. 584.
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-Parker, R, & Cerny, J., "An Abnormal Hieratic tablet", JEA, Vol. 57, 1971,
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-Malinine, M., Choix de textes juridiques en hiératique «anormal» et en
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>- Bakir, A, E., Slavery in Pharaonic Eqypt, p. 75, pl. XVII, [6-8]; Griffith,
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Kouchites, p. 83, No. 8; Menu, B., "Les rapports de dependansce en Egypte
a la Basse Epoche, p. 187; Menu, B., "Les rapports de dépendance en
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