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Abstract:

The Hittite state experienced political unrest throughout its
history on the domestic front. Ambitions for power led to diverse
political means to overthrow the Hittite Kking, including
conspiracies, assassinations, as well as the issue of defamation and
slander. The methods varied, involving magical practices and
defaming the king and his family before the gods to incur divine
wrath. Similarly, they sought to incite the people to rebel against
the king. Consequently, the kings employed various measures to
counter defamation and slander, such as prayers and supplications
to appease the gods and gain their favor, in addition to physical
punishments imposed on those who committed acts of defamation.
Therefore, this research will focus on analyzing and detailing the
means of defamation and slander, given their significance to the
king's status both in religious and political terms. The study will
also present cases of defamation against kings, analyzing them to
understand their causes, consequences, and how they were

confronted.

keywords:
Hittites - defamation - slander - conspiracies - assassinations -
magic - gods.
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"River ordeal in Hittite written documents”, AnAr, Vol. 28, 2023, p. 73.).
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documents p. 78; KBo 3.28 Obv. 11 10-19.

—Rlemschnelder K "Prison and Punishment in Early Anatolia", JESHO, Vol.
20/1, 1977, p. 122,
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2_Cline, E, H., et al., The Ahhiyawa Texts, p. 50.

*.CTH 105.

“_ Cline, E, H., et al., The Ahhiyawa Texts, p. 59.; AHT 2, 10 A iii 6-18.

>- Hoffner, A., et al., The Hittite dictionary, Vol. L-N, P. 153(d).

®_pallavidini, M., "The Treaties of guppiluliuma II: The Norm and Innovation
of the Treaty as Juridical Medium”, Rosetta, Vol. 19, 2017, pp. 11-12.
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8_Taylor, P, J., Studies in Ancient Anatolian Language, p. 105.

°_Pallavidini, M., "The Treaties of guppiluliuma ", p. 13.
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