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Abstract  

This study aims to explore the representation of China within the 

classical Arabic literary heritage and Saudi travel literature, 

positioning the latter as a continuation of the former in its 

connection to place and cultural narratives, which historically 

situated in the Arabian Peninsula and, in modern times, in the 

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The impetus for this inquiry arises 

from China’s historical prominence as a civilizational force and its 

current status as a global superpower. Despite its enduring and 

influential presence in world history, China has not received 

proportional scholarly attention within Arab studies concerning 

the conceptualization of "the self" and "the other," which have 

predominantly focused on the Western "other." 

The study employs a range of theoretical frameworks, including 

general structuralist principles, semiotic analysis, Jakobsonian 

communication theory, and elements of implicit systemic 

structures that facilitate the interpretation of semiotic markers. 

The integration of these diverse methodological approaches does 

not signify theoretical fragmentation; rather, it underscores the 

study’s commitment to selecting analytical frameworks that align 

with the textual material rather than imposing preconceived 

theoretical paradigms upon it. 

Keywords: 

 China - Saudi Arabia - Travel literature - Civilizational vision - 

Arab heritage 
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